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a property or an education test had been proposed, the powerful
workmen would have ridiculed the suggestion and might have even
called it immoral.   For they Would have argued that while capital
or education were the possession of a few, bodily labour was com-
mon  to all   My suggestion  to make one form of labour, i.e.,
hand-spinning the test, may be valueless, may be fantastical, but it
is neither immoral nor harmful to the nation.   I hold that it is a
positive gain to the nation, if thousands of men and women labour
for the nation, even if it is for only half an hour every day.   Nor
need the Wearing of khaddar dress cause any hindrance to any
party entering the Congress.   Khaddar has been given very great
importance in. the Congress organization for the past three years,
Surely there can be no insurmountable objection on principle
to the wearing of khaddar as a franchise test.   Unless I am grie-
vously mistaken, some of the best workers will find no zest in re-
maining in the Congress, if the Wearing of khaddar and hand-spin-
ning were not made a qualification for franchise. There are at pre-
sent two parties in the Congress.   One has no faith in the Council
programme as a means for attaining swaraj and is satisfied with
the khaddar activity, till the country is ready for peaceful disobe-
dience or non-co-operation.   The other, while claiming to believe
in the economic value of khaddar, believes that, if swaraj cannot be
gained through Council-entry, at the very least some steps may be
taken towards it and some check might be placed upon bureau-
cratic extravagance.   I can see my way to avoiding a quarrel with
the Swarajists by letting them go their way and by securing their
co-operation in the khaddar programme to the best of their ability.
I would beseech the Liberals and the Independents to appreciate
the fact, which one man cannot alter. But this is certainly possible,
Let the Swarajists, the Liberals and the Independents confer together
and, if they come to the conclusion that khaddar is a spent bullet
and that it is a mere mania of mine and if they do not succeefi
in convincing me of my error, I shall gladly stand out.   I will not
come in the way of their controlling and using the national organiza-
tion for what they may consider to be the best interest of thi
country.    I have been told by a prominent Swarajist that tbfe
khaddar programme is doomed to fail and that the Swarajists do
not believe in it at all.   I told him I did not share his disbelief
I told him that the Swarajists had sincerely accepted it and that **#
would zealously work for it.   But ^^^g ^0^^t friend's
guosticatio!EL is well founded a*id tha*^                       a div
factor in' the public life,, ito'*<K)p^|}j^^
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